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In lieu of a December evening program, RFAS hosts the Audubon Christmas count 
and potluck dinner, details, p. 2. 
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David will talk about the ecology (including its interactions with birds), life cycle, and 
management options of the mountain pine beetle, arguably the most important for-
est insect in Colorado. He was the Forest Entomologist for the Colorado State For-
est Service from 1974-2005 and has discovered 5 insect species new to science, 
including Dipogon kiowa, a pompilid wasp known to occur only in Lamar, Colorado. 
Besides having achieved many other entomology milestones, David is an avid 
birder, photographer, and naturalist. We welcome David and hope you will join us! 
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Lynn is the Project Coordinator for the second Colorado Breeding Bird Atlas, a fol-
low-up to the first atlas, done in the 1980's. The Atlas Project, over a five-year pe-
riod, is documenting the changes in Colorado bird populations. She will report on 
progress in the past three years of monitoring designated geographic blocks. The 
atlasing work has been done entirely by a large corps of local volunteers, including 
many from the RFAS area. For all birders, this meeting holds many revelations and 
inspiration. Do come! 
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Roaring Fork 
Audubon         
programs          

are held at the              

Glenwood 
Springs  

Community  

Center  

~~~ 

100 Wolfsohn 
Road     

~~~ 

7 p.m.             

~~~ 

Refreshments and 
a dessert potluck          
accompany the 

program. 
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EVERYONE IS WELCOME ON 
RFAS FIELD TRIPS 

You need not be a RFAS 
member. For most trips, bring 
your binoculars, field guides, 

water, snacks and a lunch.  
Dress for changing weather.  

If you have questions  
regarding a trip, need  

additional information, or 
would like to lead a field trip or 

hike, please contact Linda 
Vidal or Tom McConnell. �
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Let us know your intentions! 
Please contact the field trip 
leader at least 3 days in      
advance, or as indicated, if 
you intend to participate in a 
RFAS trip.  In some cases, 
field trips visit areas where 
the number of participants is 
limited.  In all cases, knowing 
the number of participants in 
advance helps the leaders 
plan the best possible trip and 
ensures that you are aware of 
where/when to join the trip 
and other important informa-
tion.  Arrive no later than the 
scheduled meeting time—
leaders may not be able to 
delay departure for late arri-
vals.  In case of inclement 
weather, it is the responsibil-
ity of the participant to check 
with the leader to see if the 
trip will be cancelled. 

 

December 19, 2009--Roaring Fork Valley Christmas Bi rd Count and Potluck-- Everyone is wel-
come to join the Roaring Fork Audubon’s annual Christmas Bird Count. Birding skill is not important. 
Our count circle includes the Glenwood Springs/Carbondale area, with an interesting mix of habi-
tats. Please contact the leaders for details, meeting times and places: Dave Clark, Tom McConnell 
and Linda Vidal will lead groups in different sections of the count circle. Contact whomever you 
would like to join. 

We will be part of more than 55,000 observers from all 50 states, every Canadian province, parts of 
Central and South America, Bermuda, the West Indies and Pacific islands participating in this all-
day census of early winter birds.  

Please wear warm clothes--it is cold! Bring water, snacks, binocs, field guides and other such sup-
plies. We will stop for lunch at the Smithy in Carbondale. Following the count we’ll meet at the home 
of Linda Vidal near Carbondale for a potluck supper. Main course provided. Please bring an appe-
tizer, salad, or dessert to feed about ten and whatever you may like to drink.  

This is a great chance to celebrate the holidays with your Audubon friends. 

§§§ 

February 6, 2010--Grand Mesa in Winter-- Bring skis or snowshoes as we explore the spruce-fir 
forest on the Grand Mesa. Common resident birds here are Gray Jay, Pine Grosbeak, crossbills, 
Mountain Chickadee, and many others. Expect a sunny, fun day in the snow. Contact Tom McCon-
nell . 

§§§ 

 

April 17, 2010--Greater Prairie Chickens--Wray, Col orado-- This tour is sponsored by the Colo-
rado Division of Wildlife and the Wray Chamber of Commerce. 2009 price of $135 per person in-
cluded motel, Saturday night steak dinner, the chicken tour, and Sunday morning breakfast. More 
information will follow when available. Space on the trip will be limited. Contact  Tom McConnell . 

§§§ 

 

May 13-16, 2010--Ute Mountain-Mesa Verde Birding Fe stival--Cortez, Colorado-- Join us for a 
long weekend trip. 2010 festival dates, but no details, have yet been announced. See 2009 details 
at ://www.mesaverdecountry.com/tourism/festivals/birding/birdschedule.html or 
www.utemountainmesaverdebirdingfestival.com. Registration is $45.00/person, with additional 
charges for field trips. Proceeds support the Cortez Cultural Center. Many of the birding field trips 
visit spectacular archaeological areas, such as Mesa Verde National Park and the Ute Tribal Park. 
There is a possibility of spotting Lucy’s Warbler, Black Phoebe, Wild Turkey, Western Tanager, 
Black-chinned Hummingbird, roadrunner, Clark’s Nutcracker, Green-tailed and Spotted towhees. 
Previous festival checklists have totaled over 100 birds.  

Our friends Brenda Wright and Coen Dexter are regular festival field trip leaders. We plan to leave 
Glenwood on Thursday afternoon, participate in field trips from Friday-Sunday, and return home late 
Sunday. With the new quarterly newsletter schedule, we all need to think ahead for this field trip. 
Contact Linda Vidal by March 30 to reserve a spot or if you have questions. Also, check websites 
above for updated info. 

 

 



��� �� ���������������������������0000,,, ,� �����������������������������������<<<<����""""



����



����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������333333333333////



��������



��������))))4444����



++++����������������������������////����



))))��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� �� ���))))��������1111�

As of the evening of August 24th there are three 
Black Swifts in Colorado wearing light-level    
geolocators! On that evening, Kim Potter, Caro-
lyn Gunn, Todd Patrick, Chuck Reichert, and I 
caught ten adult Black Swifts using mist-nets in 
the Flat Tops Mountains in Western Colorado. 
The locators were placed on two  females and 
one male, all of which weighed greater than 50 
grams (the minimum cutoff to stay less than 2% 
of total body weight). With string and ribbon in-
cluded the total weight we added to the birds 
was only 1.8 grams!   

[��������	
��� : Kim and Carolyn put a fourth geolo-
cator on a swift at Box Canyon near Ouray on 
Saturday, August 29.]   

A few weeks after the geolocator placement, the 
swifts begin their migration to locations           
unknown. With luck, this time next year we will 
be able to report where these birds spent the 
winter of 2009-2010.   

If not for the help of Carolyn Gunn, a trained vet-
erinarian with very nimble hands, we could not 

have placed these devices on the swifts in a rea-
sonable amount of time. We are very thankful 
that she agreed to help with this project!”  

Originally we had planned to place the devices 
on only male swifts, but since nearly all the 
adults were over 50 grams, we decided to      
attach them to the birds we had. Interestingly, 
we only caught two adult male Black Swifts that 
night, which is unusual when compared to our 
other experiences banding this species at this 
location and at Zapata Falls (the male to female 
ration had previously been more equally bal-
anced).   

Notably, nine of the ten adult Black Swifts that 
we caught were already wearing bands placed 
on them previously at this site.    

I think we have an excellent chance of retrieving 
at least one of these devices next summer! 
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Weather was outstanding for this year’s Divide Creek Hawkwatch on Sunday, Sep-
tember 27, 2009. There were clear skies and warm temperatures, 52-72 degrees, with 
favorable wind from the northwest. 58 migrant hawks and raptors—including Turkey 
Vultures (4), Northern Harriers (2), Sharp-shinned Hawk (1), Northern Goshawk 
(1),Red-tailed Hawk (44), Golden Eagles (2), Sandhill Cranes (2), and a Northern Saw 
whet Owl (1) (banded Saturday night)—were observed. Kudos to Kim Potter for host-
ing the hawkwatch for the third year/�
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The next Great Backyard Bird Count takes place Frid ay, February 12 through Monday, February 15, 2010. The Na-
tional Audubon Society and Cornell Lab of Ornitholo gy are calling on all to “Count for Fun, Count for the Future!”  
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As 2009 closes, RFAS wishes to recognize many people for their work in supporting the chapter. In 
response to our annual fundraising appeal, many persons contributed, for which we are most thankful. 
Our special thanks go to the anonymous donor who contributed $5,000.  

Elaine Waddell of Waddell Design, Eagle, kindly donated several hours helping the newsletter editor in 
early summer. Steve Hyrup of Hyrup Feed and Ranch Supply in El Jebel contributed space, labor and 
the ordering of bird seed once again for our successful fall bird seed sale. Liz Bokram headed up our 
annual appeal. Board member Delia Malone, John Emerick, Jerry Fedrizzi, Mark Lacy and Bob Dupre 
donated time and labor to produce kits and help kids for our bluebird nest box building project. Be-
sides participating students, the staffs of the Marble Charter School, Gore Range Natural Science 
School, and Avon and June Creek Elementary Schools partnered with us on the nest box building and 
placement. And a huge thanks to Harbert Lumber and Valley Lumber for donating nest box supplies! 

Our intrepid field trip leaders, Dave Clark, Linda Vidal and Tom McConnell are in the spotlight for their 
untiring efforts to provide really great, varied, and rich experiences to those joining a field trip, any time 
of year. This trio spends many hours planning and executing each field trip. We appreciate their huge 
amount of work. And our program chairperson, Ann Johnson, similarly chalks up the hours, allocating 
large chunks of time double-checking that our monthly programs run smoothly. As a result, RFAS had 
12 field trips, with over 100 people attending. And we offered 8 monthly programs, with an average 
attendance of 24. In total, about 258 participants attended Chapter programs/trips last year!  

We are grateful to our many program presenters, without whom we would be bereft! 

All of the board members, those mentioned above, plus Kendall Henry, Kristine Crandall, Laurel Wil-
liams, Mary Harris and Jan Fedrizzi wear many hats in the RFAS organization. Much background 
work, time, and dedication is expended by all the board members. We are indebted to them and all 
other supporters whom we may have missed.  

RFAS does have many other projects in the hopper. Every bit of help is needed and very much appre-
ciated. Please join us! Call any board member for more information. 
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 CREEDE, Colo. – When Colorado wildlife biologists released the first transplanted Canada lynx into the San 
Juan Mountains in April, 1999, there were many questions, most importantly whether the lynx would find 
enough to eat. 

 The answer to that question at this point seems to be yes. Lynx trapped during winter have all 
 been well fed. 

But the more compelling testimony to a healthy diet is whether the lynx have interest in sex. And again, at 
least for now, the evidence is that yes—lynx are finding enough food to eat, and they have spare time and 

energy to procreate. 

This year, for the first time, lynx kittens were discovered that had been born to pairs of lynx that were themselves 
native to Colorado. In other words, these kittens are the grandchildren of immigrants. All along, wildlife biologists had 
said this would be a milestone if it were achieved. 

The search for lynx kittens this year by Colorado Division of Wildlife researchers found 10 lynx, most in the San 
Juan Mountains, but others to the north in Gunnison County and yet another in Eagle County 

“We are very close to achieving all of our goals for the lynx reintroduction,” said Rick Kahn, the state’s lead biolo-
gist. “We have had successful breeding, and we have had Colorado-born lynx reproduce.” 

But wildlife biologists still aren’t willing to predict a sustaining population. “There could be some weird disease that 
really knocks them out,” said Joe Lewandowski, a division spokesman. “I don’t think anyone in the division is going to 
say this is an unqualified success.” 

Although the reintroduction program has been underway for 10 years now, he said, “in terms of study of wildlife, 
that’s just a blip on the screen.” 

So far, 218 lynx have been reintroduced into Colorado, with 126 lynx kittens known to have been born in Colo-
rado. 

The struggle is indeed ongoing for the lynx. The latest casualty in the lynx population was the discovery of a lynx 
carcass, a four-year-old male, near Silverton October 7, 2009, killed by someone using a bow and arrow.                                                      

Allen Best, allen.best@comcast.net, is a free-lance environmental journalist and speaker headquartered in Arvada. The above article expounds 
upon the March, 2009, Colorado lynx program presented by RFAS with speaker Liz Roberts.  (Image courtesy www.bing.com) 
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     Cleaning feeders and bird baths often is VERY important since several diseases, 
such as salmonellosis, can easily be transmitted among birds when flocked to-
gether. It is also important to clean up waste shells on the ground so they don’t be-
come a breeding ground for viruses, bacteria and fungus. If you ever find dead birds 
around your feeder, empty it to discourage remaining birds from gathering. Then 
thoroughly clean and disinfect your feeders and bird baths with a 10% bleach solu-
tion. Start feeding again in two to four weeks. 
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Join the Roaring Fork Audubon Society (RFAS) directly, or 
automatically become an RFAS member by joining the Na-
tional Audubon Society (NAS). Choose one below. 

�    New or renewing member of RFAS (annual dues)
(receive the Raptor + $ stay local)                      $20 

�    New or renewing member of NAS                           $20 

 (receive Raptor and Audubon magazine) 

�    Renewing member of NAS & RFAS                   $40 

 (local benefits, receive Raptor, NAS membership & 
magazine) 

Did you know? Less than $1 of your NAS dues trickles down to 
RFAS. RFAS serves NAS members through its own fundraising 
efforts. We appreciate your financial support! 

Additional donation to RFAS                            $____ 

Total enclosed ……………………….….………...$____ 

Please inscribe check to RFAS & send with this form 
to: Roaring Fork Audubon Society, P.O. Box 1192, 
Carbondale, CO 81623~~970-704-9950~~THANK YOU!  

Name____________________________________ 

Address__________________________________ 

City______________________________________ 
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� In the past when you joined Audubon you paid your 
membership fee to National Audubon. In return you received 
the Audubon magazine from National, plus other benefits from 
your local chapter, Roaring Fork Audubon Society (RFAS)—
services like your newsletter, meetings and speakers, field 
trips and support of local environmental issues. 

 Less than $1.00 of that national membership fee trickles 
down to the local chapter. That’s why RFAS, as do many 
other chapters across the country, is now giving you an option 
to choose either to support National and continue receiving 
the Audubon magazine or to become a Friend of RFAS. In the 
latter case, your dollars stay local and support the activities of 
RFAS. 

 If you choose to become a Friend of RFAS you will not 
receive the national magazine, but will continue to receive all 
the benefits you now receive from RFAS. If you choose to 
remain a member of National, you will continue to receive all 
the benefits you now receive from both organizations, but with 
fewer dollars helping locally. 

 Volunteers accomplish all the work that makes a local 
society, such as RFAS. All the newsletter creation and proof-

ing, membership tracking, paying of the local bills, and pro-
jects such as building nest boxes, continuing field trips, bring-
ing in speakers on environmental issues and many other ac-
tivities are done by volunteers. Your contributions to our An-
nual Appeal and our annual birdseed sale help defray these 
expenses. 

 Whichever you choose, either to remain a National mem-
ber or become a Friend, we’d like to remind you that your ex-
piration date is above your name on every newsletter. If you 
choose to become a Friend, you will need to renew with 
RFAS when that date shows that your membership is about to 
expire. We’re  sorry, but we do not have the wherewithal to 
send out renewal notices for Friends. If you have any ques-
tions about Friends, please contact Linda at 970-704-9950 or 
birder@sopris.net. If you have any questions about your Na-
tional membership, please call 800-274-4201. If you choose 
to remain a National Audubon member, you will receive a re-
newal notice from National when your membership is due to 
expire. 

 See coupon below when it is time to renew. We hope  
to have this information on our website soon, as we ll.  
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President- Vacant 

Secretary-Dave Clark ~970-963-3479 

Treasurer-Linda Vidal ~ 970-704-9950 

Programs-Ann Johnson~970-963-0661 

Publicity-Kendall Henry~970-928-8358 

Raptor Editor-Jan Fedrizzi~970-328-6961 
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Dave Clark   970-963-3479 

Kristine Crandall   970-963-5936   

Jan Fedrizzi   970-328-6961  

Mary Harris   970-963-0391 

Kendall Henry   970-928-8358   

Ann Johnson   970-963-0661  

Delia Malone   970-963-2143 

Tom McConnell   970-379-7356   

Linda Vidal   970-704-9950  

Laurel Williams   970-945-9621 
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This newsletter is published quarterly, September 
through May, by the Roaring Fork Audubon Soci-
ety, a chapter of the National Audubon Society. 
Members are encouraged to submit original arti-
cles, photos or art. Please state if the article or art 
has been published elsewhere, requiring pub-
lisher’s permission. The editor reserves the right 
to edit & to select suitable articles for publication.  

Please contact editor to reproduce and distribute 
all or any part of this publication. The deadline for 
the newsletter is the 1st of the month prior to pub-
lication. Please send copy to editor no later than 
this date. Send to Roaring Fork Audubon Society, 
c/o Jan Fedrizzi, Box 487, Eagle, CO 81631 or 
defnaj@yahoo.com. A subscription to this news-
letter (newsletter only, not a membership) is $15 
per year. Make check payable to Roaring Fork 
Audubon Society, send to Roaring Fork Audubon, 
Box 1192, Carbondale, CO 81623. 
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