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PLEASE NOTE 

 

Roaring Fork  

Audubon          

programs,  

beginning in  

September, 2010,  

will be changed to  

the 3rd Wednesday 

 of  

each month, 7 p.m.,  

and  

will be held at  

City Hall in               

Carbondale.  
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June 26, 2010—Four Mile Park / near Glenwood Spring s—Doing 
Breeding Bird Atlas work in 2009 we found two Purple Martin colonies 
in Four-mile Park. As well, aspen forests in Four-mile support sap-
suckers, pewees, wrens, and several species of flycatchers. We will 
also visit Sunlight Peak and look for birds in the spruce-fir forest.  
Contact Tom McConnell . 

 

July 17, 2010—Richmond Hill, Taylor Pass 
and Express Creek Drainage / near As-
pen—Join RFAS for an “upvalley” birding trip. 
We will travel up the face of Aspen Mountain, 
proceed south along the ridge and down the 
Express Creek drainage. For this all-day trip, 
we’ll carpool, needing drivers with high clear-
ance vehicles. This chance to see high eleva-
tion birds—Pine Grosbeaks, Cassin’s 
Finches, Western Tanagers, Pine Siskins, 
Golden-crowned Kinglets—is a fine opportu-
nity to vary your birding menu and see spec-
tacular scenery. Contact Linda Vidal .                                                 

�

 
 
 
June 6, 2010 (previously June 5)—Thompson Creek, Pr ince Creek, Dinkle Lake / near Carbon-
dale—Join us for a day of birding in the Roaring Fork mid-valley, planned to make up for a trip that 
was aborted last June due to poor weather—we’ll hope for better weather this year. We’ll meet in 
the Carbondale City Market parking lot at 7 a.m. on June 6. This year we’ll start at Thompson Divide 
and may stay all day if birding is good; alternatively, we’ll spend part of the day at Prince Creek and 
then go on to Dinkle Lake. This area has diverse habitats, allowing exploration of some lesser 
known birding spots. We’ll hope to see Townsend Solitaire, Red-naped Sapsucker and Purple Mar-
tin. Plan for changing weather conditions and please be prepared to drive, if necessary. Bring 
snacks, water and lunch. Contact Linda Vidal if you’re planning to attend. 
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                                                                                             Field tri ps continued, p. 2 
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Everyone is 
welcome on RFAS 

field trips: 

You need not be a 
RFAS member. For 

most trips, bring 
your binoculars, 

field guides, water, 
snacks and a 

lunch, and plan for 
changing weather.  

If you have 
questions  

regarding a trip, 
need additional 
information, or 

would like to lead 
a field trip or hike, 

please contact 
Linda Vidal or Tom 

McConnell. �
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 Let us know your intentions! Please contact the field 
trip leader at least three days in advance , or as indi-
cated, if you intend to participate in a RFAS trip.   In 
some cases, field trips visit areas where the numbe r of 
participants is limited.  In all cases, knowing the  number 
of participants in advance helps the leader(s) plan  the 
best possible trip and ensures that you are aware o f 
where/when to join the trip and other important inf orma-
tion.  Arrive no later than the scheduled meeting t ime—
leaders may not be able to delay departure for late  arri-
vals.  In case of inclement weather, it is the resp onsibil-
ity of the participant to check in with the leader to see if 
the trip will be cancelled. 

 

JULY 18, 2010—Pizza and Owls— Linda Vidal extends an invitation to join her 
for an evening of pizza and, hopefully, Flammulated Owls. We’ll meet at her 
home at 6:00 p.m. and decide where we might like to go for pizza, after which 
we’ll try for the owls first on Basalt Mountain. Plan B will involve the trail to Tho-
mas Lakes, where Flammulated Owls have also been seen. Wear appropriate 
shoes for moderate walking, bring flashlights or headlamps. Be prepared to car-
pool; plan for cold weather. If you’re planning to attend, contact Linda Vidal for 
more details. 

 

August 21, 2010—Independence Pass Flowers/Birds / n ear Aspen —
The 2009 flower/bird trip on the Flattops awed observers with a staggering dis-
play of flowers and many birds. Besides flowers, this trip promises the observer 
White-crowned Sparrows, Wilson’s Warblers, and their cohorts. Contact Dave 
Clark . 
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 Last summer on East Vail trails between 9,000 and 11,000 feet, I had various encounters 
with a small grayish, striped-tailed raptor. It had  accipter-like wings, but a striking white 
rump patch stood out when flying. As a less experie nced birder, I pored over my books but 
found no likely local candidates with such white ma rkings. Always this bird seemed to be 
hunting—in thick spruce, in mixed aspen/Doug Fir, i n timberline shrubs near wind-battered 
conifers. How could it be anything but a Sharp-shin ned Hawk? But that white? I queried 
more experienced birders without satisfaction, and found no reference to such a field mark 
in my books. 

 In May, in the Denver area, along Clear Creek Gree nbelt near Prospect Park, I had had a 
close encounter with a similar, but larger, raptor perched within ten feet of us. A very experi-
enced Denver birder accompanying us cited this as a  Sharp-shinned Hawk, but I suspected 
it might be a Cooper’s Hawk, based on size. Then I found a Cooper’s nest in a cottonwood 
there and felt my earlier unvoiced judgment most li kely vindicated.  

 In spring of 2010 I have twice found a pair of cou rting Cooper’s Hawks in the same Clear 
Creek area, both showing a lot of white on the unde rside of the rump. The larger bird, par-
ticularly handsome, gave an initial impression simi lar to the Harris’s Hawk of Texas, so 
prominent and fluffy was the white. 

 Sure now that these Denver birds were Cooper’s Haw ks, based on size and nest habitat, 
I felt my mystery raptor of East Vail had to be a S harp-shinned, though the white markings 
were problematic. To my delight, my Vermont brother -in-law recently sent me a photo of a 
Sharpie hanging out under his bird feeder, with the  white patch visible, even when perched. 
That’s my bird! 

 I don’t know if this display of white is generally  noted by others, if in Cooper’s Hawks it’s  
more prominent in breeding season, or if it’s prese nt year-round in the Gore Range Sharp-
ies, but these encounters did foster more confidenc e in my first impressions and the value 
of repeated observation of the same or similar spec ies. I am eager to further test my judg-
ment on these two hawks this summer.  Anne Esson is an avid birder from Vail. 
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The following is a news release from National Audub on Society, May 6, 2010: 
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Audubon has been deluged by requests and registrations from volunteers seeking to respond to 
the growing oil spill crisis in the Gulf of Mexico. There are many ways to help, but now birders 
can provide vital information to aid the short and long term response. 
  
Audubon is working with the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology to recruit citizen scientists to help 
document bird distribution at Gulf coast sites and the effects of the oil spill.    
  
We encourage birders along the Gulf coast to record their observations of birds and submit this 
information to www.ebird.org, a real-time, online checklist program. This vital documentation of 
the location and abundance of birds will help us identify high priority areas for protection and res-
toration as the oil comes ashore. Documenting site use by birds as the situation evolves will also 
help Audubon and Cornell scientists assess the effects of this spill on Gulf coast habitat. This in-
formation is critical to providing a sound foundation for restoration and long-term protection.  

  
The eBird team is developing tools that will allow us to feed live data from birders into educa-
tional material on the spill.  
  
Your efforts can make an important contribution.  P lease help!  
  
Note : Be sure that your observation activities pose no danger to nesting birds and other wildlife, 
or to yourself. Please do not disturb birds or damage habitat when surveying birds.  It is critical 
that birders stay out of nesting areas for plovers, shorebirds, terns, wading birds and other colo-
nial nesters. Counting them from a distance can still provide valuable information on the impor-
tance of these sections of the gulf coast. And for your own protection, leave the area at once if 
you smell or see oil. 
  
For the initiative protocol and directions on signing up for ebird, go to: 
http://ebird.org/content/ebird/news/survey-gulf-coast-birds 

  
Also, visit www.audubon.org for more on spill developments and Audubon's conservation re-
sponse. 

  

About eBird : eBird has revolutionized the way that the birding community reports and accesses 
information about birds. Launched in 2002 by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and National Audu-
bon Society, eBird provides rich data sources for basic information on bird abundance and distri-
bution at a variety of spatial and temporal scales. 
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 Roaring Fork Audubon Society is initiating an e-ma il-
based notification system to let you know about upc oming 
programs, bird walks, and other exciting opportunit ies    of-
fered through Audubon. Please send your e-mail cont act 
information to Mary Harris, smnharris@gmail.com   

 We are also looking for additional active members to 
share our enthusiasm for our natural community. Ple ase 
contact us through the above e-mail or visit our we bsite,           
roaringforkaudubon.org . 

 Roaring Fork Audubon is committed 
to the premise that bird conservation 
depends on the conservation of healthy 
native ecosystems. In turn, ecosystem 
health depends on the presence of a 
full suite of native flora and fauna and 
on functioning ecological processes in-
cluding migration, fire, flooding, dis-
ease, nutrient cycling and energy flow. 
It is the large, unfragmented land-
scapes, like the Hidden Gems, that fos-
ter long-term sustainability of native 
plant and animal populations and func-
tioning ecological processes. 

 Development in wildlands—
including recreation, energy extraction, 
roads, mining and agriculture—
fragments ecosystems, enables the   
invasion of non-natives, modifies natu-
ral plant and animal communities,     
degrades soils and alters ecological 
processes. Consequences of such  

development have included widespread 
habitat loss with associated dramatic 
declines in native flora and fauna. 

 Colorado’s remaining native ecosys-
tems are key to the long-term survival 
of our native birds, mammals, fish, am-
phibians, insects and plant communi-
ties, but these systems are threatened 
with ongoing development. 

  Roaring Fork Audubon unequivo-
cally believes that designation of each 
of the Hidden Gems as wilderness may 
be the last and best chance we have to 
conserve large, intact landscapes in 
Colorado. 

 Check the Hidden Gems Wilder-
ness Campaign’s website, whiteriver-
wild.org for background and supporting 
information.  
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Join the Roaring Fork Audubon Society (RFAS) directly, or automatically become a member by joining the 
National Audubon Society (NAS). Choose one below. 

�    New or renewing member of Friends of RFAS —$20 (all accrues to RFAS) (receive the Raptor)  

�    New or renewing member of NAS & Friends of RFAS—$20  (only $1 accrues to RFAS) 

  (receive Raptor and Audubon magazine) 

�    New or renewing member of NAS & Friends of RFAS—$40 ($21 ac crues to RFAS) 

  (receive Raptor and Audubon magazine)  

Did you know: Less than $1 of your NAS dues trickles down to RFAS . RFAS serves NAS members through its own fundraising 
efforts. We appreciate your financial support! 

Additional donation to RFAS                            $____ 

Total enclosed ……………………….….………...$____ 

Please inscribe check to RFAS and send with this form to:                                                                          
Roaring Fork Audubon Society, P. O. Box 1192, Carbondale, CO 81623 

Name____________________________________ 

Address__________________________________ 

City______________________________________ 
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Please support Roaring Fork Audubon! Our April annu al appeal letter (edited for length)     
reprinted below, is a reminder that it’s not too la te—you may still contribute. For more in-
formation, please contact any Roaring Fork Audubon board member. 

Thank you! 
�
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RFAS editor thanks this issue’s contributors for their essays and poem. Also, appreciation is extended to Kristine Crandall 
and Jerry Fedrizzi for their assistance with editing and proofing. 
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President- Vacant 

Secretary-Dave Clark ~970-963-3479 

Treasurer-Linda Vidal ~ 970-704-9950 

Programs-Ann Johnson~970-963-0661 

Publicity-Kendall Henry~970-928-8358 

Raptor Editor-Jan Fedrizzi~970-328-6961 
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Dave Clark   970-963-3479 

Jan Fedrizzi   970-328-6961  

Dick Filby   970-704-9178 

Pat Frank   970-704-6262 

Mary Harris   970-963-0391 

Kendall Henry   970-928-8358   

Ann Johnson   970-963-0661  

Delia Malone   970-963-2143 

Tom McConnell   970-379-7356   

Linda Vidal   970-704-9950  

Laurel Williams   970-945-9621 
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This newsletter is published September, De-
cember, March, and June by the Roaring Fork 
Audubon Society, a chapter of the National 
Audubon Society. Members are encouraged to 
submit original articles or art. Please state if the 
item has been published elsewhere, requiring 
publisher’s permission. The editor reserves the 
right to edit and to select suitable articles for 
publication.  

Please contact editor to reproduce and distrib-
ute all or any part of this publication. The dead-
line for the newsletter is the 1st of the month 
prior to publication. Please send copy to editor 
no later than this date. Send to Roaring Fork 
Audubon Society, c/o Jan Fedrizzi, Box 487, 
Eagle, CO 81631 or defnaj@yahoo.com.  

A subscription to this newsletter (newsletter 
only, not a membership) is $15/year. Make 
check payable to Roaring Fork Audubon  
Society, send to Roaring Fork Audubon, Box 
1192, Carbondale, CO 81623. 


