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In a colorful slide presentation, Nicola Ripley,
Director of Horticulture and Research from the
j-—~=—"° -I Betty Ford Alpine Gardens (BFAG) in Vail, the
- Roaring Fork preeminent botanical garden of the Western
oaring -or - Slope, will introduce the audience to the wonders of a public alpine garden.
| Audubon | “Walking” through the BFAG garden, she will focus on the native plant col-
. Programs . lections and the increased need for botanical gardens to play a role in con-
| & held at the serving rare plants and habitats. She will discuss the garden’s current pro-
Glenwood | jects in plant conservation, especially ongoing work on two rare plants on
" Springs Com- * the Roan Plateau in Garfield County.
I munity Center | Nicola will then bring the audience up to speed on current statewide
" T . initiatives to conserve Colorado’s rare flora. Included in her discussion is
I 100 wolfsohn I the relatively small amount of protection rare plants are afforded compared
. Rd with animals and how Colorado compares with other states in plant protec-
I ' - tion.
. T I Nicola is nationally recognized for her work in public and alpine gar-
7 p.m. - dens. She is vice-president of the American Public Gardens Association.
I —~—— | Join us for Nicola’s observations on important local treasures!
| Refreshments |
. and adessert
| potluck i
accompany the | ! " # $$%S 3 #
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May 16 - Spring Bird Count —Audubon sponsors this annual event in support of
International Migratory Bird Day. Teams fan out through the Roaring Fork Valley
and tally both resident and migrant birds. The data collected gives participants and
scientists a snapshot of bird numbers and arrival dates of species in many loca-
tions, here and across the country. Teams will depart from Glenwood Springs,
Carbondale, and other locations. Contact Dave Clark or Tom McConnell.

June 6 - Prince Creek / Dinkle Lake / Thompson Cree  k—Join us for a day of
birding in the Roaring Fork mid-valley. This area has diverse habitats, allowing us
to explore some lesser known birding spots, which, however, should yield good
birds. This will be a trip at least through mid-afternoon—we’ll bird as long as we
are successful, perhaps all day. We'll hope to see Townsend Solitaire, Red-naped
Sapsucker and Purple Martins. Bring a lunch, water, snacks and be prepared for
any kind of weather. Call Linda Vidal.

June 27 - Black Canyon /Crawford Reservoir —This is new trip for Roaring Fork
Audubon folks. The area includes many varied habitats and spectacular scenery.
Crawford State Park (parks pass required) has breeding waterfowl and the sur-
rounding wetlands, scrub lands, and pinyon-juniper hills host many bird spe-

cies. The Black Canyon of the Gunnison (fee) is breathtaking to see and hosts
Dusky Grouse, swifts, swallows, and nesting Peregrine Falcons. This will be an all-
day trip. Contact Tom McConnell.

July 18 - Flattops Birds and Flowers —The Flattops (or White River Plateau) is a
vast area of lakes, alpine meadows, aspen and sprucef/fir forests. In July breeding
birds and alpine wildflowers put on their best show of the year. Dave Clark will
help us to recognize many of the flowers and plants found in the alpine mead-
ows. Birds in the area include Gray Jay, Pine Grosbeak, nuthatches, finches, blue-
birds, and breeding Northern Goshawks. Contact Dave Clark or Tom McConnell.

August 8 - Hart's Basin (Fruitgrowers Reservoir) Sh  orebirds— This trip is an
all time favorite any time of year, and late summer is an especially fine season to
see many different bird species. The reservoir has extensive mudflats in August,
allowing the chance to see waterfowl, as well as many different shorebirds and
waders. We'll visit several different ponds and habitats in the area. This is an all
day trip, so please bring lunch, snacks and water and be prepared for all kinds of
weather. Call Linda Vidal.

August 29 - Roaring Fork Valley Lakes and Ponds —We will visit a variety of
upvalley and downvalley locations in search of migrant shorebirds, waterfowl, and
other wetland birds. We should also find many resident and migrant birds in the
hills and lowlands of the valley. The trip route will focus on spots with the most
birds for the buck. Contact Tom McConnell.
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EVERYONE IS WELCOME ON

RFAS FIELD TRIPS

You need not be a RFAS
member. For most trips, bring
your binoculars, field guides,

water, snacks and a lunch.
Dress for changing weather.

If you have questions
regarding a trip, need
additional information, or
would like to lead a field trip or
hike, please contact Linda
Vidal or Tom McConnell.

Let us know your intentions!
Please contact the field trip
leader at least 3 days in
advance, or as indicated, if
you intend to participate in a
RFAS trip. In some cases,
field trips visit areas where
the number of participants is
limited. In all cases, knowing
the number of participants in
advance helps the leaders
plan the best possible trip and
ensures that you are aware of
where/when to join the trip
and other important informa-
tion. Arrive no later than the
scheduled meeting time—
leaders may not be able to
delay departure for late arri-
vals. In case of inclement
weather, it is the responsibil-
ity of the participant to check
with the leader to see if the
trip will be cancelled.
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Have a burning issue with your elected representa-
tive(s)? The following list is provided to Roaring Fork
Audubon Society members for contacting your Colo-
rado representatives. As the county lines in all
three—Garfield, Pitkin and Eagle—counties do not
follow the senate or representative districts, plea  se
check with your county clerk to determine in which
district you reside. ( Contact info below from
http://www.leg.state.co.us __-- see website for updates.)

Governor Colorado House of Representatives

Gov. Bill Ritter (D) Toll free number outside Denver, Jan.-May—

303)866-2471 (ph) 1-800-811-7647

(303)866-2003 (fax) ggzpci)tgl mailing address for all: 200 E. Colfax, Den  ver, CO
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203
governor.ritter@state.co.us House District 55—includes part of Garfield County
Laura Bradford (R)
Colorado State Senate (303)866-2583

Toll-free number outside Denver, Jan-May: 1-888-473 -8136

Capitol mailing address for all: 200 E. Colfax, Den ver, CO
80203

laurabradford55@gmail.com

House District 56—includes most of Eagle County
Christine Scanlan (D)
(303)866-2952

christine.scanlan.house@state.co.us

Senate District 8 --includes Garfield and Eagle cou  nties
Al White (R)
(303)866-2586

al.white.senate@state.co.us

House District 61—includes Pitkin County, part of Eagle
and Garfield counties

Senate District 5—includes Pitkin County Kathleen Curry (D)
Gail Schwartz (D) (303)866-2945
(303)866-4871 repcurry@gmail.com

gail.schwartz.senate @state.co.us

% 1 " . n Call/e-mail about :

(from Western Colorado Congress Clarion, Jan-March 2009) Ges drling

Oil Shale
Be personal—Iet your rep know how an issue will affect you. _
Threatene
species

Let him/her know you’re part of an organizational effort.

Habitat destruc-

Do your homework; anticipate opposing arguments. tion
Remain positive, focused, and avoid argumentative conversation. s
Don’t be defensive; your situation and needs are important. Recreation

Other??

Get a commitment—*“What will you do when...?”
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Roaring Fork Audubon’s 2009 bluebird nesting box building project was highly successful. Headed up by
board member Dee Malone, RFAS hosted building days at four different locations in February and March.
150 bluebird nest box kits were offered to students and families from Marble Charter School at Marble,
Avon and June Creek elementary schools in Avon, and at Rock Bottom Ranch in Carbondale. After a slide
show explaining the need to provide cavities for nesting Mountain Bluebirds due to loss of habitat, the stu-
dents dove into the building process. Thanks to the many volunteers who spent many hours cutting out
wood pieces and creating the kits, and to those who assisted the students and oversaw the placing of nest
boxes. Our co-sponsoring organizations were Marble Charter School, Gore Range Natural Science School,
and the elementary school staffs in Avon. Thanks also to Harbert Lumber in Aspen for donating all the
lumber!

Tying the nest box project into their Marble Charter School curriculum, the students used their new
knowledge to create stories, drawings and other art work. A sampling follows:

6 ) 6:
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These nest boxes have helped the Mountain Bluebird because of their specialized de-
sign. The two main birds that are in competition wi th the bluebird are the European Star-
ling and the House Sparrow. The hole in this box is only big enough for the bluebird and
sparrow to fit in, so that eliminates the starling. Bluebirds only nest in cavities so having
the nest boxes has greatly helped their population.
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Bluebird sketch by Jose Penaloza, Grade 5, Marble C

harter School
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Roaring Fork Audubon wishes to express
heartfelt appreciation to the monthly program pre-
senters who have kindly given of their time and
expertise during the 2008-2009 program season.
Sloan Shoemaker and Lisa Moreno from the Wil-
derness Workshop; Allen Best, freelance journal-
ist; Jason Beason of the Colorado Bird Observa-
tory; Brian Kurzel of the Colorado Natural Areas
program; Dick Filby, an Antarctic guide; and Liz

4 4&™ ...5

ll%1 )5"

Roberts from the U. S. Forest Service have given
us much to think about; we are eagerly awaiting
presentations by Sherri Tippie from Wildlife 2000
and Nicola Ripley Johnson hailing from the Betty
Ford Alpine Gardens. Thanks to all of our speak-
ers for their generosity of spirit, providing Audu-
bon audiences with a rich and varied feast of
ideas.
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There is a salmonellosis outbreak occurring in Pine Siskins in the Roaring Fork Valley and likely in other
parts of the tri-county Roaring Fork Audubon area now. Siskins are a small seed-eating bird, with short, conical
beaks, brown upperparts and pale underparts, both with heavy streaking, yellow patches on wings and tail, and
a short, forked tail.

Salmonellosis is a term for any disease caused by a group of bacteria known by the Latin name Salmo-
nella. Birds can die quickly from ingesting the Salmonella bacteria. Infected birds pass the bacteria in their fecal
droppings. Other birds get sick when they eat food contaminated by the droppings. Salmonellosis is the most
common bird feeder disease.

There has been an incredible irruption of Pine Siskins this winter in the RFAS area, the largest in
years. Conditions favor the Salmonella bacteria because of siskins crowding feeders. Bird feeders need to be
cleaned on a regular basis all the time, but with this outbreak it is imperative that you clean and disinfect feed-
ers now. Use one part of liquid chlorine household bleach in nine parts of tepid water (a 10 percent solution) to
disinfect. Make enough solution to immerse an empty, cleaned feeder completely for two to three minutes.
Allow to air dry and don’t resume feeding for at least 2 weeks to allow the birds to disperse.

Bird feeding is not problem-free, but that does not mean it should be stopped. It does mean there is an
ethical obligation not to jeopardize wild birds. Follow the precautions described above, and you can continue
to enjoy feeding healthy wild birds. (information adapted from U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service release)

On March 30, President Obama signed the Omnibus Public Lands Management Act of 2009. This
act includes dozens of separate public lands bills and will permanently protect more than 2 million
acres of America’s wilderness, including Dominguez Canyons Wilderness Area, Dominguez-
Escalante National Conservation Area and the backcountry of Rocky Mountain National Park.
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Roaring Fork Audubon Society
Chapter Membership Application

Yes, I'd like to join or renew. Please enroll me
as a member of my local Roaring Fork Audu-
bon Society. | have enclosed $25 for a local
membership, payable to:

| have enclosed an additional amount to
support RFAS activities.

Name

Address
City
State Zip

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
i
© |
Roaring Fork Audubon Society .
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

Send to: Roaring Fork Audubon Society
Box 1192
Carbondale, CO 81623

- Thank you!

% 1 " )" | ") . Great Blue Heron
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President- Vacant

Secretary-Dave Clark ~970-963-3479
Treasurer-Linda Vidal ~ 970-704-9950
Programs-Ann Johnson~970-963-0661
Publicity-Kendall Henry~970-928-8358
Raptor Editor-Jan Fedrizzi~970-328-6961

6
Carol Carr 970-963-6375

Dave Clark 970-963-3479
Kristine Crandall 970-963-5936
Jan Fedrizzi 970-328-6961
Kendall Henry 970-928-8358
Ann Johnson 970-963-0661
Delia Malone 970-963-2143
Tom McConnell 970-379-7356
Linda Vidal 970-704-9950
Laurel Williams 970-945-9621
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This newsletter is published bi-monthly, Septem-
ber through May, by the Roaring Fork Audubon
Society, a chapter of the National Audubon Soci-
ety. Members are encouraged to submit original
articles, photos or art. Please state if the article or
art has been published elsewhere, requiring pub-
lisher's permission. The editor reserves the right
to edit and to select suitable articles for publica-
tion.

Please contact editor to reproduce and distribute
all or any part of this publication. The deadline for
the newsletter is the 1st of the month prior to pub-
lication. Please send copy to editor no later than
this date. Send to Roaring Fork Audubon Soci-
ety, c/o Jan Fedrizzi, Box 487, Eagle, CO 81631
or defnaj@yahoo.com. A subscription to this
newsletter (newsletter only, not a membership) is
$15/year. Make checks payable to Roaring Fork
Audubon Society, send to Roaring Fork Audubon,
Box 1192, Carbondale, CO 81623.




