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 Dorothea Harris represents the Thompson Divide Coa lition, a group wishing to curtail 
“drilling on about 100,000 acres of public lands al ready leased to oil and gas companies in the 
Thompson Creek area” and to prevent the federal gov ernment from granting leases on another 
121,000+ acres in Thompson Creek, southwest of Carb ondale. Dorothea’s work with the coalition 
dovetails with her chairmanship of the Crystal Vall ey Environmental Protection Association. (The 
Crystal River Valley is a transition zone between t he gas-rich Piceance Basin and the gas-poor 
Roaring Fork Valley.) She is a former Pitkin County  Commissioner and currently a Colorado Divi-
sion of Wildlife Commissioner.  

 Join RFAS’s monthly gathering to hear how the Thom pson Divide Coalition is trying to pro-
tect lands adjacent to Carbondale from drilling and  how you can help. >>>>>>>>>>>More p. 6 
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 David Klute is the Bird Conservation Coordinator f or the Colorado Division of Wildlife. David 
is a Colorado representative involved in several na tional intergovernmental organizations respon-
sible for bird conservation, such as the Pacific Fl yway Council, the Central Flyway Council, and 
the Partners in Flight Program. These groups study and then promote conservation practices to 
improve the survival of a number of key migratory b ird species. His eighteen year involvement in 
migratory bird conservation issues has inspired the  questions on p. 6, among those to be ad-
dressed in his presentation. RFAS is honored to hos t Dr. Klute, an observer and interpreter of sig-
nificant current national bird issues. Discover and  share with other seekers!>>>>>>>>>More, p. 6 
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 Be prepared when the bluebirds return in the sprin g! Dee Malone, RFAS Audubon Board 
member, and collaborators were instrumental to the success of the RFAS bluebird nest box build-
ing project in winter, 2009, with four sessions of instruction and nest box building, and more than 
100 nest boxes completed. They will present informa tion re migration, bluebird nesting habits, 
habitats, and why nest boxes help these cavity nest ers. This program is suggested for families. 
Nest box kit orders (think Christmas) will be taken  as a fundraiser for Audubon. RFAS thanks Dee 
and her friends for sharing an uplifting program in  the spirit of the holidays! 
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Roaring Fork 
Audubon         

programs are held 
at the              

Glenwood Springs  

Community  

Center  

~~~ 

100 Wolfsohn 
Road     

~~~ 

7 p.m.             

~~~ 

Beverages and a 
dessert potluck          
accompany the 

program. 
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EVERYONE IS WELCOME ON 
RFAS FIELD TRIPS 

You need not be a RFAS 
member. For most trips, bring 
your binoculars, field guides, 

water, snacks and a lunch.  
Dress for changing weather.  

If you have questions  
regarding a trip, need  

additional information, or 
would like to lead a field trip or 

hike, please contact Linda 
Vidal or Tom McConnell. �
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Let us know your intentions! 
Please contact the field trip 
leader at least 3 days in      ad-
vance, or as indicated, if you 
intend to participate in a RFAS 
trip.  In some cases, field trips 
visit areas where the number of 
participants is limited.  In all 
cases, knowing the number of 
participants in advance helps 
the leaders plan the best possi-
ble trip and ensures that you 
are aware of where/when to join 
the trip and other important 
information.  Arrive no later 
than the scheduled meeting 
time—leaders may not be able 
to delay departure for late arri-
vals.  In case of inclement 
weather, it is the responsibility 
of the participant to check with 
the leader to see if the trip will 
be cancelled. Last minute 
changes: roaringforkaudu-
bon.org. 

 

August 29 - Roaring Fork Valley Lakes and Ponds— We will visit a vari-
ety of up- and down-valley locations in search of migrant shorebirds, water-
fowl, and other wetland birds. We should also find many resident and mi-
grant birds in the hills and lowlands of the valley, focusing on spots with the 
most birds for the buck. Contact Tom McConnell.  

 

Sept 27 - Divide Creek Hawk Watch— Our Roaring Fork Audubon hawk 
monitoring program is now in its third year. Migrating hawks put on a terrific 
show at the hawk watch site on Uncle Bob Mountain. In 2007 we saw 
nearly 100 hawks here in a 4-hour period. Kim Potter, wildlife biologist for 
the White River National Forest will be our host again this year. Contact 
Tom McConnell. 

 

Oct 17 - Annual Birdseed Sale / Fundraiser —Proceeds from this annual 
event help to fund many local Audubon projects. Order deadline Septem-
ber 30; payment must accompany order. Pick up on October 17, 9AM-12 
noon, at Hyrup Feed and Ranch Supply, 0299 Favre Lane, El Jebel. As 
price list is not available at press time, please order directly from Dave 
Clark, 970-963-3479. 

 

Nov 14 - Lake Avery & Rio Blanco Lake —These lakes near Meeker play 
host to an unusual assortment of waterfowl in the late fall. Species found in 
the past several years include swans; Common and Pacific Loons; Black, 
White-winged, and Surf Scoters; Long-tailed Ducks and, of course, Bar-
row's Goldeneyes. The White River is a great place to see lots of Bald    
Eagles, too. Lunch in Meeker will be part of the adventure.  Contact Linda 
Vidal. 

 

Dec 19 - Roaring Fork Valley Christmas Bird Count —Join Roaring Fork 
Audubon for the annual Christmas Count. Our count circle includes the 
Glenwood Springs and Carbondale areas with their interesting mix of habi-
tats. More than 55,000 observers from all 50 states, every Canadian prov-
ince, parts of Central and South America, Bermuda, the West Indies and 
Pacific islands participate in this all-day census of early winter birds. A pot-
luck dinner will follow to compile the results. Contact Dave Clark. 
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�September 15, 2009--Dorothea Farris--Thompson 
Divide Coalition--see p. 1 

 

October 17, 2009--Annual Birdseed Sale / Fund-
raiser-- Proceeds from this annual event help to fund 
many local Audubon projects. Order deadline Septem-
ber 30; payment must accompany order. Pick up on   
Oct 17,t 9AM - 12 noon, at Hyrup Feed and Ranch 
Supply, 0229 Favre Lane, El Jebel. Contact Dave 
Clark--970-963-3479. 

 

October 20--David Klute--Current Issues in Bird 
Conservation in Colorado--see p. 1 

 

November 17, 2009--Dee Malone and group--
Bluebirds--see p. 1 

 

December 19, 2009--Roaring Fork Valley Christmas 
Bird Count-- Join Roaring Fork Audubon for the an-
nual Christmas Count. Our count circle includes Glen-
wood Springs and Carbondale with an interesting mix 
of habitats. More than 55,000 observers from all 50 
states, every Canadian province, parts of Central and 
South America, Bermuda, the West Indies and Pacific 
islands participate in this all-day census of early winter 
birds. A potluck dinner will follow to compile the re-
sults. Contact Dave Clark. 

January 19, 2010 --David Leatherman--Mountain 
Pine Beetles 

 

February 16, 2010 --Lynn Wickersham --Breeding 
Bird Atlas --Lynn is the Project Coordinator for the 
second Colorado Breeding Bird Atlas. The first atlas 
was done in the 1980's. Since then bird populations 
have expanded in many cases and contracted in oth-
ers. The Atlas Project, over a five-year period, is docu-
menting the changes. She will report on progress in 
the past three years of atlasing. This work has been 
done entirely by local volunteers. 

 

March 16, 2010 --TBA 

 

April 20, 2010 --Coen Dexter --Birding in Panama 
and Ecuador-- You will probably remember Coen and 
his program on birding in the southern Mexican high-
lands and Belize. He and his wife, Brenda, spent the 
winter of 2009 in Panama and Ecuador. They have 
many more slides and birding tales to share from their 
latest trip to the south. 

 

May 18, 2010--Marcia Johnson-- Forest Conservancy    
Volunteer Naturalist Training 
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Sept 27, 2009--Divide Creek Hawk Watch--see p. 2 

 

October 17, 2009--Annual Birdseed Sale / Fundraiser --
see p. 2 

 

November 14, 2009-- Lake Avery and Rio Blanco Lake --see 
p. 2 

 

December 19, 2009--Roaring Fork Valley Christmas Bi rd 
Count-(this is our December program/field trip)--se e p. 2 

 

February 6, 2010--Grand Mesa in winter-- Bring skis or 
snowshoes to explore the spruce-fir forest on the Grand 
Mesa. Common resident winter birds here are Gray Jay, 
Pine Grosbeak, crossbills, Mountain Chickadee, and many 
others. Expect a sunny, fun day in the snow. Contact Tom 
McConnell. 

 

April 17, 2010--Greater Prairie Chickens--Wray, Col o-
rado-- This tour is sponsored by the Colorado Division of 
Wildlife and the Wray Chamber of Commerce. 2009 price of 
$135 per person included motel, Saturday night steak din-
ner, the chicken tour, and Sunday morning breakfast. More 
information will follow when available from the Wray Cham-
ber of Commerce. Space on the trip will be limited. Contact 
Tom McConnell. 

 

May 2010--dates TBA--Ute Mountain-Mesa Verde Birdin g 
Festival--Cortez, Colorado-- This will be a long weekend 
trip. Spring migrants and early nesters attract birdwatchers 
from across the nation to the Ute Mountain-Mesa Verde 
Birding Festival. Located in 
the        archaeological heart  
of America, many of the birding 
field trips visit spectacular     
archaeo- logical areas, such as 
Mesa Verde National Park 
and the Ute Tribal Park. Possible 
species include Lucy’s Warbler, 
Black Phoebe, Wild Turkey, Western Tanager, Black- 

 

chinned Hummingbird, Greater Roadrunner, Clark’s Nut-
cracker, Green-tailed and Spotted Towhees, and more.        
Previous festival checklists have totaled over 100 birds. See 
http://www.utemountainmesaverdebirdingfestival.com/ for 
2009 information (2010 not posted yet.) Contact Linda Vidal. 

 

May 2010--date TBA--Annual RFAS Spring Bird Count --
Glenwood Springs. Contact Tom McConnell or Dave Clark. 

 

May 2010--dates TBA--Colorado Field Ornithologists 
Convention, Fort Collins, Colorado --details in later news-
letter. Contact Tom McConnell. 

 

June 26, 2010--Four-mile Park and evening owling, n ear 
Glenwood Springs --Doing Breeding Bird Atlas work in 
2009, we found two Purple Martin colonies in Four-mile 
Park. As well, aspen forest in Four-mile Park supports sap-
suckers, pewees, wrens, and several species of flycatchers. 
We will also visit Sunlight Peak and look for birds in the 
spruce-fir forest. Evening activities of pizza and owling will 
follow. Contact Tom McConnell or Linda Vidal. 

 

July 17, 2010--Richmond Hill, Taylor Pass and Expre ss 
Creek Drainage, near Aspen-- Join RFAS for an “upvalley” 
birding trip. We will travel up the face of Aspen Mountain, 
proceed south along the ridge and down the Express Creek 
drainage. This will be an all day trip and although we’ll car-
pool, we will need drivers with high clearance vehicles. This 
chance to see high elevation birds—Pine Grosbeaks, Cas-
sin’s Finches, Western Tanagers, Pine Siskins, Golden-
crowned Kinglets—is a fine opportunity to vary your birding 
menu and see spectacular scenery. There will be additional 
details in later newsletters. Contact Linda Vidal. 

 

August 21, 2010--Independence Pass flowers / birds- -
near Aspen-- The 2009 July flower/bird trip on the Flattops 
awed spectators with a staggering display of flowers and 
many birds. This trip entices the observer with alpine wild-
flowers and White-crowned Sparrows, Wilson’s Warblers, 
and their cohorts. Contact Dave Clark. 
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     RFAS wishes to recognize Kristine Crandall, who is leaving the area, for her work as a Roaring 
Fork Audubon board member over the last few years. Kristine, an accomplished writer and naturalist, 
has been an integral part of the board by writing articles for and proofing the newsletter, creating our 
monthly program flyers, helping with programs and bird counts and acting as resident Board corre-
spondent, all cheerfully and promptly. She has been pursuing an advanced degree in creative writing 
for the past two years. No better tribute to Kristine than her own moving and perceptive article, origi-
nally published on April 24, 2009, below: 

 Another Earth Day has come 
and gone, the sun rising and setting 
like it always does. To call out one 
specific day as “Earth Day” makes 
me uncomfortable, because it cre-

ates a mindset in which it seems likely 
that the 364 other days of the year will 
have a lesser focus, and yet they are 
the most important ones (i.e. every day 
is important) for living with deep atten-
tion to the earth. 
 
 Don’t get me wrong. I’m all for 
Earth Day and the opportunity it offers 
for collective activism and heightened 
awareness around the health of our en-
vironment and the issues of the day. I 

just think that a true “green” revolution requires more than a link between things like compact fluorescent light 
bulbs and LEED certified buildings and the earth; it requires a reconnection between our souls and the earth.  
 
 I have to remind myself of this now and again, as I get caught up in my own busy life full of seemingly im-
portant things to do and buy, forgetting what’s really important. It’s frustrating and it’s cultural. There is no doubt 
that we are nature challenged in our fast-paced, technology-driven society where communing with a cell phone 
is more frequently and avidly pursued than communing with an aspen grove. When I get lost, certain key books 
help remind me of the bigger picture of our inherent relationship with nature.   
 
 I turn to Annie Dillard’s “Pilgrim at Tinker Creek” to re-experience what we are missing if we lose our atten-
tiveness to the natural world. Dillard observes with the precision of a magnifying glass and writes with a meta-
phorical and mystical power. Here is an excerpt about bird song: “Today I watched and heard a wren, a spar-
row, and the mockingbird singing. My brain started to trill why why why, what is the meaning meaning meaning? 
It’s not that they know something we don’t; we know much more than they do, and surely they don’t even know 
why they sing.” Later in the passage she concludes: “The real and proper question is: Why is it beautiful?” I love 
how Dillard makes a bridge between scientific inquiry and something much deeper, something one might even 
call spiritual.  
 
 Then there is the classic “A Sand County Almanac” by Aldo Leopold. I savor Leopold’s enlightened journey, 
as he explores a land ethic informed by his own experiences. His writing remains as relevant today as ever. I 
turn to his oft-quoted words: “To keep every cog and wheel is the first precaution of intelligent tinkering.” I can’t 
help think about Leopold’s quote and wolves. There was the recent discovery in northwest Colorado of the long-
roaming wolf, dead, and also the proposal to remove the gray wolf from the endangered species list. These 
events gave me a shudder of sadness, a feeling reminiscent of when I read Leopold’s reflective reaction to 
watching the green fire die in the eyes of a wolf: “I was young then, and full of trigger-itch; I thought >>>p. 6  
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Dorothea Farris ... 

 According to The Aspen Times , the area 
included in the Thompson Creek Coalition ini-
tiative is used heavily by hunters, ranchers, and r ecreation seekers. It provides water for area 
homesteads and wells; and is the home of a wide ran ge of wildlife and rare plant species.        

David Klute — 4 questions to ponder … 

      What conservation work will be needed to supp ort Bald Eagles after delisting? 

What other conservation steps are needed to protect  raptors in Colorado? 

What are the impacts and issues related to energy d evelopment in Colorado? 

What needs to be done to effectively monitor priori ty land bird species? 

 

that because fewer wolves meant more deer, that no wolves would mean hunters’ paradise. But after seeing the 
green fire die, I sensed that neither the wolf nor the mountain agreed with such a view.”   
 
 This sentiment of interconnectedness segues into another book that sits on my stack, at the ready: “Our Stolen 
Future” by Theo Colborn, Dianne Dumanoski and John Peterson Myers. It’s like an extension of Rachel Carson’s 
“Silent Spring,” and reading it gives one a scientifically startling view of how human actions ripple through the web 
of life. The book examines the spread of synthetic chemicals that mimic natural hormones, known as endocrine 
disrupters, and their impacts, ranging from abnormal gender development in fish to human reproductive problems 
such as low sperm counts, infertility and hormonally triggered cancers.   
 
 There are other books, too; these are just a few that I find helpful. It’s like a three-legged stool, this critical ven-
ture we are on to create a sustainable way of life on our planet. I applaud the focus on the everyday things we can 
do, like taking the bus and recycling, and the “big lever” policy picture (a carbon tax) Auden Schendler addresses in 
his book “Getting Green Done.” These are two legs, two scales of motivation and action, but there must also be a 
third leg, I believe — the soul part that drives us to give gratitude for all that we take and use from the earth, that 
inspires us to act not because we are told to by the politicians, activists and product pitches, but because a natural 
inner voice guides us in this direction, every day.  
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 Back yards benefit from native plants. Consider this when you contemplate 
adding or changing back yard landscaping. Box elder (tree), Rocky Mountain 
Juniper (tree), chokecherry (shrub), bee plant (flower), buckwheat (eriogonum) 
(flower) and blue grama grass (and much more) are ornamental and also 
benefit wildlife. Many exotic plants become troublesome by spreading 
promiscuously. Check with CSU Extension at 970-328-8620 for suitable native 
plants in your neighborhood. (Adapted from Audubon Society of Greater Denver May/June 2009 newsletter) 
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Become a  

FRIEND OF ROARING FORK  

AUDUBON SOCIETY . 

Your membership dues will 
remain at the local level. You   

receive the Raptor and the   
satisfaction that you are sup-

porting local Audubon         
initiatives. 

Yes, I am a FRIEND of 
RFAS.  

     �   Individual $25.00  

     �    Family $35.00 

     �    I have enclosed an additional amount to         
    support RFAS activities. 

 

Name____________________________________ 

Address__________________________________ 

City______________________________________ 

State____________________ Zip______________ 

E-mail____________________________________ 

 

Inscribe check to and mail to: Roaring Fork Audubon 
Society, Box 1192, Carbondale, CO  81623 

Questions?  Linda at 970-704-7750 

We do not share your information with other groups. 

Thank you! 
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Shoveler Duck, common in RFAS country 
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President- Vacant 

Secretary-Dave Clark ~970-963-3479 

Treasurer-Linda Vidal ~ 970-704-9950  

Programs-Ann Johnson ~ 970-963-0661 

Publicity-Kendall Henry ~ 970-928-8358 

Raptor Editor-Jan Fedrizzi ~ 970-328-6961 

Audubon Colorado Representatives~Delia Malone~970-9 63-2143 
 and Linda Vidal 
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Dave Clark   970-963-3479 

Kristine Crandall   970-963-5936   

Jan Fedrizzi   970-328-6961  

Mary Harris   970-963-0391 

Kendall Henry   970-928-8358   

Ann Johnson   970-963-0661  

Delia Malone   970-963-2143 

Tom McConnell   970-379-7356   

Linda Vidal   970-704-9950  

Laurel Williams   970-945-9621 
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 This newsletter is published tri-monthly, September 
through June, by the Roaring Fork Audubon Society, a chap-
ter of the National Audubon Society. Members are encour-
aged to submit original articles, photos or art. Please state if 
the article or art has been published elsewhere, requiring 
publisher’s permission. The editor reserves the right to edit 
and to select suitable articles for publication.  

 Please contact editor to reproduce and distribute all or 
any part of this publication. The deadline for the newsletter is 
the 1st of the month prior to publication. Please send copy to 
editor no later than this date. Send to Roaring Fork Audubon 
Society, c/o Jan Fedrizzi, Box 487, Eagle, CO 81631 or      
defnaj@yahoo.com. A subscription to this newsletter 
(newsletter only, not a membership) is $15/year. Make 
checks payable to Roaring Fork Audubon Society, send to 
Roaring Fork Audubon, Box 1192, Carbondale, CO 81623.  

(Decorative graphic friezes in this issue courtesy Rosemary Bell) 
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