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PLEASE 
NOTE 

Roaring Fork    
Audubon    
programs,  

beginning in            
September,   

2010,          
will be held    

the third   
Wednesday  

of the 
month,         

7 p.m., at 
City Hall,    
511 Colo-

rado Avenue 
in             

Carbondale. 

 Dessert     
potluck     
follows      

program. 
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 Bert Kersey’s venture, “Bring on the Birds,” highli ghts the diversity of birds of California, 
home to over half the birds in the U. S. (Many of t hese birds are also found in Colorado.) Bert, 
of Fallbrook, California, is a self-proclaimed “bir deographer” who discovered birding was a 
perfect excuse to play with his long lens cameras a s he became more acquainted with the crit-
ters sharing our planet! He will be sharing excerpt s from his new Bring on the Birds DVD and 
experiences gathered while filming it (available fo r purchase at our meeting). Enjoy this enter-
taining and illuminating look at the Western United  States’ rich bird heritage! 
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 Black bears—currently staple topics in local news—a re viewed paradoxically, depending 
on the situation: from fondness to fear. Doctoral c andidate Sharon Baruch-Mordo will report on 
a Roaring Fork Valley black bear study, initiated i n 2005, which studied 50 black bears in and 
around Aspen. State and federal team members from s everal agencies collected data about the 
bears’ space use, activity patterns and foraging be havior. Public education was also a compo-
nent of the study. It is hoped that the study resul ts will aid locals in better understanding and 
managing human-bear conflicts and in promoting co-e xistence between people and bears. 

 Please help welcome Ms. Baruch-Mordo to our Roarin g Fork Audubon gathering and become more 
informed about bears in your neighborhood . 
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 Dr. Theo Colborn, who has testified before Congres s regarding chemicals known as endo-
crine disruptors and their implications for human a nd wildlife health, will discuss the serious 
consequences of extracting energy and minerals usin g present methods of natural gas drilling. 
Her film, Split Estates , is of value to anyone trying to balance a rationa l, sustainable energy pol-
icy with the priceless elements of cultural heritag e, private enterprise above-ground, and the 
precious health—not only of people—but the land its elf. Join RFAS in September to learn more 
about the implications of drilling from one of Time Magazine’s 2007 Heroes of the Environment . 
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September 15    Theo Colborn and film Split Estate , see p. 1 

 

October 20         Bert Kersey - “Bring on the Bird s,” see p. 1 

 

November 17     Sharon Baruch-Mordo - “Urban Bear E cology in the  
     Roaring Fork Valley,” see p. 1 

 

December           Christmas Bird Count 

 

2011 

January 19         Ken Neubecker - “Water Diversion s in Colorado:    
     Effects on Local Rivers” 

 

February 16        Arvind Panjabi— “Bird Conservati on in Central      
    America” 

 

March 16            To be determined 

 

April 20              Janis Huggins—author of " Wild at Heart, a Natural        
    Hist ory Field Guide” ( of the Snowmass, Aspen and   
    Maroon Bells Wilderness area) 

 

May                    Spring bird count  
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RFAS would like to 
compile a list of 
helpful local and 
regional websites 
for birders and na-
ture enthusiasts. 
Can you help us? 

Please send the 
website url, a short 
description and 
other pertinent in-
formation to Jan 
Fedrizzi,                  
defnaj@yahoo.com 

Websites to be in-
cluded in our list 
could be local envi-
ronmental organi-
zations, birding-
related sites, parks, 
science schools , 
forest service or 
BLM sites, recrea-
tion facilities,       
nature guides, 
trails information, 
etc. 

 

The on-line infor-
mation community 
can be fun and 
helpful! Please help 
with this project for 
a quick reference 
local nature guide. 



 

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~�

For upcoming field trips, please view  

roaringforkaudubon.org 
 

Everyone is welcome on RFAS field trips: 

You need not be a RFAS member. For most trips, brin g 
your binoculars, field guides, water, snacks and a lunch, 

and plan for changing weather.  

If you have questions regarding a trip, need additi onal 
information, or would like to lead a field trip or hike, please 

contact Linda Vidal or Tom McConnell. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~�
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 I [Tom] took a group from Roaring Fork Audubon to Four Mile Park above Ski Sunlight [on June 
26] to check on Purple Martin colonies found last July. Both colonies were active again this year 
with six pairs attending to nests in the two colonies. 

 Among many species of high elevation birds was a Williamson’s Sapsucker very near the top of 
the divide between Four Mile and Thompson Creeks. We found a sapsucker very near this spot 
while atlasing last year. 

 Ed. Note: Another successful field trip, attended by 8 people, was the flammulated owl trip to Ba-
salt Mountain in July. Thanks to our leaders, Linda Vidal, Coen Dexter and Brenda Wright, who 
spotted two flammulated owls—which eat moths exclusively—in the forest canopy. 

$��������
��
��$��������
��
��$��������
��
��$��������
��
��� ���

(���
���4��
���������������
��(���
���4��
���������������
��(���
���4��
���������������
��(���
���4��
���������������
��0 000�
� ����
�
������
�
�
� ����
�
������
�
�
� ����
�
������
�
�
� ����
�
������
�
0 000�

������������
���
���
���
6�>����
����������

������������
���
���
���
6�>����
����������

������������
���
���
���
6�>����
����������

������������
���
���
���
6�>����
���������� ���

 �������
���
��
����3��?+*6**���
�
�+)��@6��
������ 
�
#�
����

����
�����.
�����
�
�����
����
�6� �������
���
��
����3��?+*6**���
�
�+)��@6��
������ 
�
#�
����

����
�����.
�����
�
�����
����
�6� �������
���
��
����3��?+*6**���
�
�+)��@6��
������ 
�
#�
����

����
�����.
�����
�
�����
����
�6� �������
���
��
����3��?+*6**���
�
�+)��@6��
������ 
�
#�
����

����
�����.
�����
�
�����
����
�6�� ���

	��
����
��
��
���	��
����
��
��
���	��
����
��
��
���	��
����
��
��
���#���
��A���
��6���#���
��A���
��6���#���
��A���
��6���#���
��A���
��6��� �����
��
���B2*�
��
���B2*�
��
���B2*�
��
���B2*0 000B)CB)CB)CB)C0000C;7C��������2C;7C��������2C;7C��������2C;7C��������2 �������� ��������
������������



��������
������������



��������
������������



��������
������������



����

��
��
��6��
��
��6��
��
��6��
��
��6� ���

.�
������
��������-�

����.�
#�9��������������
���66 6.�
������
��������-�

����.�
#�9��������������
���66 6.�
������
��������-�

����.�
#�9��������������
���66 6.�
������
��������-�

����.�
#�9��������������
���66 6����



������
�����
���
�����������������������
�����
���
�����������������������
�����
���
�����������������������
�����
���
������������������ ���
: � � � � � � � �  
 � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � �$ � � � 
 
 � � � � � � � � � � �: � � � � � � � �  
 � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � �$ � � � 
 
 � � � � � � � � � � �: � � � � � � � �  
 � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � �$ � � � 
 
 � � � � � � � � � � �: � � � � � � � �  
 � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � �$ � � � 
 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � ���

�

���(�����
���
���(

���9��
����(�����
���
���(

���9��
����(�����
���
���(

���9��
����(�����
���
���(

���9��
� ��������
�

� When the first Colorado miners exclaimed, “there’s gold in them-thar hills,” they likely 
had no idea what that might mean some 150 years lat er. Today, the bounty of Colorado’s 
mountains, rivers and great outdoors is indeed gold  — economic gold — bringing in a multi-
tude of outdoor enthusiasts who, according to the O utdoor Industry Foundation, generate 
nearly $500 million in annual state tax revenues an d produce $7.6 billion in retail sales and 
services across the state. 

 To put these numbers in perspective, in 2006 spend ing by Colorado’s 593,000 resident 
hunters and anglers alone was two and a half times more than the combined revenues of the 
Colorado Rockies, Denver Broncos and Nuggets ($1.2 billion vs. $463 million). 

 Tourism is one of the top revenue producers for Co lorado, and fully two-thirds of all tour-
ists visit the state to enjoy our pristine natural environments. Visitors come to participate in 
outdoor recreation, such as hiking, rafting, campin g, fishing, hunting, biking, wildlife watch-
ing or sightseeing in our parks and monuments —acti vities which all depend on healthy 
lands. 

 What may surprise many Coloradans is the amount of  revenue brought into Colorado by 
wildlife-watching activities, mostly by bird watchi ng enthusiasts. Bird watching is now the #1 
sport in America, with one in every five Americans participating. That’s twice as many bird-
ers as golfers—and five times as many as skiers. In  Colorado in 2006, $703 million dollars 
were spent for wildlife watching more than one mile  away from home, with a secondary im-
pact of $515 million. Total impact for the state: $ 1.2 billion and 12,800 jobs. 

 Particularly in rural areas, the economic boost pr ovided from wildlife viewers can be an 
important source of revenue for towns and individua l landowners. The famed Monte Vista 
Crane Festival in the San Luis Valley held annually  in March, for instance, celebrates the 
spring return of the cranes to one of Colorado’s mo st spectacularly scenic places. The event 
lures people from as far away as Japan and nearly d oubles the population of Monte Vista. 
Ron Martinez, owner of the town’s popular Mountain View Restaurant, reports that locals al-
ways appreciate the terrific spring business boost the three-day festival provides each year, 
“way above the norm for March.” 

 In fact, birding is so lucrative for Colorado town s that the Colorado Division of Wildlife 
greased the wheels for enthusiasts to find and enjo y the best viewing places statewide. Re-
cently CDOW completed its Colorado Birding Trail we bsite, providing detailed information on 
29 different trails and 219 viewing sites from the Eastern Plains to the Rocky Mountains to 
the Western Slope: www.coloradobirdingtrail.com . �
�
 At the Box Canyon Lodge & Hot Springs in Ouray, bi rding is a popular activity for guests 
and visitors, who come from far-flung places to cat ch a glimpse of the rare Black Swifts liv-
ing in the city’s canyon cliffs. During the summer season, the Lodge attributes over 200 room 
nights to people who come specifically to see the l arge Black Swift colony that nests near     
waterfalls in Ouray’s picturesque Box Canyon Park �� 
Adapted from colobizmag.com/articles/a-bird-in-hand-is-worth-millions/   (07/23/2010) 
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 Find out about programs and other activities of Roa ring Fork Audu-
bon Society (RFAS), which is initiating an e-mail-b ased notification    
system to inform members about RFAS’s offerings. Pl ease send your     
e-mail contact information to cobirder2002@yahoo.co m.  

 We are also looking for additional active members who share our 
enthusiasm for our natural community. Please contac t us through the 

above e-mail or visit our website, roaringforkaudubon .org . 

 Spring may have eluded most of us 
here in the Roaring Fork Valley, but for our 
birds, the ritual of spring was in full swing. 
On June 10, 2010, thanks to Mary Harris’s 
invitation, I had the opportunity to join 
Linda Vidal and Liz Bokram to check the 
bluebird boxes in a local ranch community. 

 With 54 boxes to look in on, almost all 
of them paired, we made our rounds to see 
what they contained. While a handful were 
empty, we logged twenty boxes with Moun-
tain Bluebird eggs, seventeen with Tree 
Swallow eggs and nine with House Wren 
eggs. 

 In the bluebird nests, lined with strips 
of juniper and the occasional stray feather, 
we observed between four to six pale blue, 
nearly round eggs. These were resting in a 
teacup-sized hollow. In the swallow nests, 
lined with grasses and a variety of feath-
ers, there were two to four white oval eggs. 
The wren nests were packed with twigs, 
feathers of all sizes, and in one nest we ob-
served remnants of a snakeskin. The two 
to five speckled beige eggs were oval and 
nestled in a shallow depression, often 
crowded up against the back of the box. 

Each inhabited box with eggs no larger 
than your average grape was a delight to 
uncover. 

 Linda has been monitoring the boxes 
and encouraging their presence since 
1989. Competition between swallows and 
wrens for bluebird boxes is fierce. The 
paired placement of boxes allows the more 
docile bluebirds a place to nest with less 
chance of eviction by the more aggressive 
swallows and wrens. With the boxes lo-
cated primarily on single posts or along 
fences, we were thrilled to also find an old 
aspen tree serving as a high-rise apart-
ment of sorts, with five visible old wood-
pecker holes occupied by all three species. 

 It will be another couple of weeks be-
fore we return. We then hope to find a new 
generation of birds well on their way to 
fledging. 

 July 15 update—Linda Vidal reports 
that 70 bluebirds have fledged from the 
boxes. 

 

Kathy Finholm is a long-time Roaring Fork Valley resi-
dent, currently residing in Snowmass Village. 
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At the end of the season 

And the edge of the garden 

a single sunflower 

stands erect and tall 

head down 

the seed that began her 

at one with the seeds 

that she now holds so carefully Earthward. 

 

As the breath of the storm rustles through 

and winter’s first snowflakes flit about her 

her golden head whitens. 

 

Moving about an unseen center 

her thin frame sways 

circles that place inside 

where she turns 

 

infinitely 

 

Godward 

 

 

Cathy Casper 

Cathy is a poet and teacher from Eagle . 
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Please enroll me/us in the Roaring Fork Audubon 
Society. I/we may participate in all chapter activities, 
as well as receive the Roaring Fork Raptor newslet-
ter. Dues are used for local chapter activities. 

 

Date__________________ 

�   Individual  ($20)_________ 

I have included an additional donation of 
______________ 

Name___________________________________ 

Address__________________________________ 

City__________________State____Zip________ 

Phone (optional)________Email (please)___________ 

�   I do not want solicitations from National Audubon  

Enclosed is my check payable to:  Roaring Fork Audu bon                                                               

                P. O. Box 1192                                                                 

                    Carbondale, CO 81623 

 

If you would like to join or donate to the National  Audubon Soci-

ety directly and receive the award-winning Audubon Magazine, 

use chapter code DO87XCH and call 1-800-274-420 1. 

&�
��
���1
��
��$���#������9�
��
���&�
��
���1
��
��$���#������9�
��
���&�
��
���1
��
��$���#������9�
��
���&�
��
���1
��
��$���#������9�
��
���� ���

��
�-�

����.�
#�
���!
����-���
�/
�������
�-�

����.�
#�
���!
����-���
�/
�������
�-�

����.�
#�
���!
����-���
�/
�������
�-�

����.�
#�
���!
����-���
�/
������ ���

 Tom McConnell recently has completed a massive upda te of bird and mammal checklists for the 
Roaring Fork and Eagle Valleys, from Aspen to Rifle  to Vail. The list is available from our website,    
http://roaringforkaudubon.org/PDF/2010%20CHECKLIST. pdf and on heavy card stock from several      
nature centers in the three-county area.  

 Thanks to Tom and other contributors for sharing t heir knowledge and publishing this handy list. 
For more information or to get a list, contact Tom,  immac@rof.net or Linda Vidal, birder@sopris.net.  
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Roaring Fork Audubon is seeking a new Raptor newsle tter editor. This position is challenging 
and rewarding, providing many networking opportunit ies. Please contact Jan Fedrizzi,            
defnaj@yahoo.com or 970-328-6961 for details. 
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President- Vacant 

Secretary-Dave Clark ~970-963-3479 

Treasurer-Linda Vidal ~ 970-704-9950 

Programs-Ann Johnson~970-963-0661 

Publicity-Kendall Henry~970-928-8358 

Raptor Editor-Jan Fedrizzi~970-328-6961 
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Dave Clark   970-963-3479 

Jan Fedrizzi   970-328-6961  

Dick Filby   970-704-9178 

Pat Frank   970-704-6262 

Mary Harris   970-963-0391 

Kendall Henry   970-928-8358   

Ann Johnson   970-963-0661  

Delia Malone   970-963-2143 

Tom McConnell   970-379-7356   

Linda Vidal   970-704-9950  

Laurel Williams   970-945-9621 
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This newsletter is published September, De-
cember, March, and June by the Roaring Fork 
Audubon Society, a chapter of the National 
Audubon Society. Members are encouraged to 
submit original articles or art. Please state if the 
item has been published elsewhere, requiring 
publisher’s permission. The editor reserves the 
right to edit and to select suitable articles for 
publication.  

Please contact editor to reproduce and distrib-
ute all or any part of this publication. The dead-
line for the newsletter is the 1st of the month 
prior to publication. Please send copy to editor 
no later than this date. Send to Roaring Fork 
Audubon Society, c/o Jan Fedrizzi, Box 487, 
Eagle, CO 81631 or defnaj@yahoo.com.  

A subscription to this newsletter (newsletter 
only, not a membership) is $15/year. Make 
check payable to Roaring Fork Audubon Soci-
ety, send to Roaring Fork Audubon, Box 1192, 
Carbondale, CO 81623. 


