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The Wilderness Workshop is the conservation watchdog of the White River National Forest
and surrounding public lands, protecting WRNF from new threats, and helping to restore
habitat in an effort to reconnect and “rewild” areas fragmented by human activity. “Wilderness,”
a Congressional designation, is the best tool we have to protect public lands. While the crown
jewels of the WRNF--places like the Maroon Bells-Snowmass, Holy Cross, Flat Tops, Eagles
Nest and Ptarmigan Peaks--are designated “wilderness,” many of hidden gems of the forest—
that are essentially our backyard—remain unprotected and some are threatened. The
Wilderness Workshop and an alliance of local and regional groups are working together to
secure these new wilderness areas. Join Roaring Fork Audubon, Sloan Shoemaker, the
Executive Director of the Wilderness Workshop, and Lisa Moreno, the Wilderness Workshop’s
Campaign Coordinator, to learn more about and discuss how these new and biodiverse
wilderness prospects in the White River National Forest are being viewed.
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Responding to the increase in oil prices this year, the Bush administration has pushed hard to
launch the oil shale industry of Northwest Colorado. Allen Best, a former Eagle County
reporter and newspaper editor, now correspondent for ColoradoBiz and other publications, will
be our guest on Oct. 21. He has studied the key oil shale issues: especially increased water
needs, likely necessary for a ramped-up shale industry and the ensuing repercussions for
Colorado farmers, resorts, and Front Range cities if oil shale really does become an answer to
our $4 per gallon gasoline. His recent article on oil shale is slated to appear in the September,
2008, issue of ColoradoBiz.magazine. Welcome Allen and hear his informed take on oil shale
and how water could be the sticking point in oil shale country.
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Roaring Fork Audubon has scheduled several field trips and the Bird
Seed Sale (info p. 4) for our 2008 early fall offerings. Several
Audubon Board members have contacts or friends who have offered
expertise or have ferreted out information for trips and activities that
seem to be appealing. Please call Tom McConnell or Linda Vidal if
you have an idea for a field trip or other activity. We welcome ideas
and assistance!
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Field Trip Leaders

Tom McConnell (970)379-7356 immac@rof.net
Linda Vidal (970)704-9950 birder@sopris.net
Dave Clark (970)963-3479 clark@sopris.net
Jan Fedrizzi (970)328-6961 fedrizzi64@centurytel.n et

EVERYONE IS WELCOME ON RFAS FIELD TRIPS
You need not be a member. For most trips, bring you  r binoculars, field guides, water, snacks
and a lunch. Dress for changing weather.
If you have questions regarding a trip, need additi onal information, or would like to lead a
field trip or hike, please contact Linda Vidal or T om McConnell.
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Sept 27 - Divide Creek Hawk Watch - At the 2007 hawk watch we saw over ninety migrating raptors in
four hours! Kim Potter, wildlife biologist with the White River National Forest, will be our host again
at Uncle Bob Mountain south of Silt. Contact Tom McConnell .

Oct 11 - Annual Birdseed Pick-up (see more info  on p. 4 or at roaringforkaudubon.org)

Oct 12 - Fall Birding in the High Country -  We will look for fall birds in the aspen and spruce forests of
McClure and Kebler Passes. The autumn colors will be an added treat. Contact Linda Vidal .

Oct. 17-18—Wild Horse Roundup, Craig (This is a tentative field trip, please call Jan Fedrizzi,
970-328-6961, by Sept. 12 to indicate your interest). Heidi Hopkins, a researcher with the Humane
Society of the United States, will lead us on a trip to Maybell, near Craig, to observe wild horses
being gathered by contractors of the Bureau of Land Management. The horses are gathered so
that they do not overpopulate the Sandwash Horse Management Area. We will travel to Craig on
Oct. 17; have dinner and hear an introductory presentation in the evening; then travel to the gather
area on Oct. 18, leaving early a.m. and returning to Craig late afternoon. Birding along the way
may be an option. Hotel reservations are necessary and should be made as soon as possible; the
Craig Holiday Inn, 970-824-4000, is one option, for $159/night. (Due to hunting season and oil and
gas workers, motel rooms are at a premium and difficult to obtain.) As the date of the gather is
dependent on factors outside our control, we are hopeful this date will be provident.

PLEASE LET US KNOW YOUR INTENTIONS ! Kindly contact the field trip leader at least th ree days (or
more, if noted) in advance if you intend to partici pate in a RFAS field trip. In some cases, field tri  ps
visit areas where the number of participants is lim ited. In all cases, knowing attendance in advance
helps the leaders plan the best possible trip and e nsures that you are aware of where/when to join
the trip and other important information. Please ar rive no later than the scheduled meeting time;
leaders may not be able to delay departure for late arrivals. In case of inclement weather, it is the
responsibility of the participant to check with the leader to see if the trip will be cancelled.

= == ) # S :
# /

1 8+ ,.9 o>




g ?27?2 @ -

2008

September 16—Lisa Moreno and Sloan Shoemaker, Hidd en Gems Campaign
Oct. 11--Bird Seed Pickup at Hyrup Seeds, El Jebel

October 21—Allen Best—If Shale Returns

November 18—Jason Beason—Owls of Colorado

December 13—Christmas Bird Count

2009

January 20—Brian Kurzel, Colorado Wild Areas

February 17—Dick Filoy—Antarctica

Late Winter/Early Spring—date TBA—Family Nest Box  Building Sessions

March 17—Nicola Ripley Johnson—Betty Ford Alpine G ardens in Vail and monitoring rare
plants on the Roan Plateau

April 21—Sherry Tippy--Beavers

May 19—Liz Roberts—Lynx in Colorado
(PROGRAMS SUBJECT TO CHANGE—CHECK ROARINGFORKAUDUBON .ORG)
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Audubon will once again sell a variety of nutritious wild bird feed in bulk for your winter
feeders. The order deadline is September 29, 2008. Pickup will be on October 11, 2008,
between at 9 a.m.-12 noon at Hyrup Seeds, 0299 Favre Lane, in El Jebel (Basalt).
Delivery options to Aspen, Glenwood, Rifle, and Eagle will be available. For details see
roaringforkaudubon.org. Call Dave Clark, 970-963-3479, for more information.

PLEASE SUPPORT THIS EFFORT AND HELP OUR FINE-FEATHE RED FRIENDS
AT THE SAME TIME!
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What is the Plant-a-Tree Program?

The U.S. Forest Service has established a special program to allow people to donate money toward
planting trees on the national forests. People may donate any amount in honor of a special occasion or
person to receive a Plant-a-Tree certificate and. This program qualifies as a charitable donation for the
Internal Revenue Service.

What do contributors receive?

After making a donation, a contributor receives a certificate suitable for framing recognizing the gift. The
certificate may include space to explain the reason for the commemoration, such as a memorial or
special occasion. The donor’'s name is also on the certificate, which a U.S. Forest Service official signs.
Certificates may be sent to more than one person acknowledging the same donation, and special
wording on the certificate may be available upon request.

Where are the trees planted?

Trees are planted on general national forest land for multiple-use purposes. Trees are not designated on
the ground as a memorial, and the contributor receives no guarantee on the future use of
commemorative trees, which are the property of the United States of America. Tree size and species
planted are at the discretion of the U.S. Forest Service based on what is appropriate to the site.

How can a person make a Plant-a-Tree request?

Send a check for at least $10.00 to the address below and include the following information:
1. For whom is the donation being made?
2. What is the occasion (i.e., memorial for someone deceased, birthday, retirement, etc.). Include any
special message you would like on the certificate.
3. Who should receive the certificate(s)? Include both the name(s) and address(es).
4. Include your name and address, so we can acknowledge receipt of your request and send proof of
your donation for income tax purposes.

Make your check payable to the U.S. Forest Service and send it to our local White River National Forest, Holy Cross
Ranger District, P. O. Box 190, Minturn, CO 81645.
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The Roaring Fork Audubon Society Board has decided to emphasize and use funds from our
recent Annual Appeal for a nestbox building project, to be held in late winter or early spring of 2009.
Delia Malone, new board member, is organizing the project. Families will be urged to take part in
building of a bluebird nestbox, which they can then take home and put up for cavity-nesting birds.

Roaring Fork Audubon, previously having successfully sponsored nestbox building, hopes to
expand the program this year. There will be an educational and an hands-on (building) component in
this undertaking. We hope to have two sites where nestbox building will occur, one in Garfield County
and one in Eagle County.

Delia is concerned that with so much new development in our area, many dead trees or snags are
being removed. These old trees provide nesting holes or potential holes for cavity-nesting birds.
There are at least 27 bird species in our area that nest in cavities, either primarily, such as
woodpeckers, or secondarily, such as bluebirds or owls. Nesting cavities are critical for their viability.

Please call Delia, 970-963-2143, if you can help by donating wood or hardware for the nestboxes,
preparing nestbox materials, preparing educational materials, or by lending a hand on building day to
help families build the nestboxes.
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The natural light made that distinct switch toward fall in mid-
August, which motivated me to dig out my bird feeders from the garage
and prepare them once again for this transitional season, starting with
nourishment of lingering summer breeding birds and early migrants. |
cleaned chunks of gunk and filmy substances from my feeders’ crannies
and surfaces. My cleaning spree brings to mind the fact that, occa-
sionally, there will be a salmonella outbreak that kills wild birds—house
sparrows and pine siskins are particularly susceptible. If you notice birds
around your feeder that show signs of lethargy—sitting in sheltered
areas or on feeders, with feathers fluffed up, unsteadiness, shivering,
loss of appetite, and/or convulsions, they likely are sick with salmonella.
Heavily visited bird feeders are prime conduits of contamination,
as a sick bird spreads the salmonella bacteria through its feces, which in
turn is consumed by healthy birds that eat seed intermixed with the
feces. Feeders should be regularly cleaned as a precaution. If
salmonella strikes a feeder, disinfect it with one part bleach to ten parts
water, and remove the feeder for at least two weeks.
An additional tip is to avoid feeding with seed mixes. Birds tend to
pick through the smaller filler seeds to get to the larger sunflower seeds,
causing large amounts of seed drop, which in turn focuses more bird activity on the ground where
feces also are more prevalent.
As in humans, there are disease dramas that play out in wild birds, so, as part of your wild bird
feeding protocol, keep attuned to any sick birds around your feeders.
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National Audubon Society
Chapter Membership Application

Yes, I'd like to join. Please enroll me as a member
of the National Audubon Society and my local

chapter.
I have enclosed a check payable to:

National Audubon Society, Roaring Fork Chapter
| have enclosed $20 to begin a new membership
___I'have enclosed $20 for a regular membership,

but I do not want the Audubon Magazine

Name

Address

City

State Zip

Send to:

National Audubon Society
Membership Data Center

P.O. Box 51001

Boulder, CO 80322-10017
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President- Vacant

Secretary-Dave Clark  970-963-3479 This newsletter is published bi-monthly, September through May,
Treasurer-Linda Vidal 970-704-9950 by the Roaring Fork Audubon Society, a chapter of the National
Programs-Ann Johnson  970-963-0661 Audubon Society. Members are encouraged to submit original
Publicity-Kendall Henry ~ 970-928-8358 articles, photos or art. Please state if the article or art has been
Raptor Editor-Jan Fedrizzi 970-328-6961 published elsewhere, requiring publisher’s permission. The editor

reserves the right to edit and to select suitable articles for

* publication. Please feel free to reproduce and distribute all or any

Carol Carr 970-963-6375 part of this publication. The deadline for the newsletter is the 1st of

Dave Clark 970-963-3479 the month prior to publication. Kindly send copy to editor no later
ot _ _ than this date. Send to Roaring Fork Audubon Society, c¢/o Jan

\I;::t'l:needEilzr;ng?(l)l_g;g_gg?é15936 Fedrizzi, Box 487, Eagle, CO 81631 or defnaj@yahoo.com. A

subscription to this newsletter (newsletter only, not a membership)

Kendall Henry 970-928-8358 is $15/year. Make checks to Roaring Fork Audubon Society, send

Ann Johnson 970-963-0661 to Roaring Fork Audubon, Box 1192, Carbondale, CO 81623.
Delia Malone 970-963-2143

Tom McConnell 970-379-7356 Have questions about your membership
Linda Vidal 970-704-9950

Laurel Williams 970-945-9621 or address change??? Call 1-800-274-4201

Sept. 16—Hidden Gems program « Sept. 27—Dividiankrééatch « Sept. 29—Iast day to order bird se I
Oct.11—Bird Seed Pickup ¢ Oct. 12—High Cdiatdiyrilalt Oct 17-18—Wild Horse Rounduf--OdtShale progra
Early Nov. Next newslettdn your mailbox!

Roaring Fork Audubon
Box 1192
Carbondale, CO 81623




